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force, to make peace without it; so as, annexing it
to the crown of France, it has ever since been a
thorn in his foot, that has always made the peace of
Savoy lame and precarious; and France has since
made Pignerol one of the strongest fortresses in the
world.
As the cardinal, with all the military part of the
court, was in the field; so the king, to be near him,
was gone with the queen and all the court, just
before I reached Paris, to reside at Lyons. All
these considered, there was nothing to do at Paris;
the court looked like a citizen's house when the
family was all gone into the country; and I thought
the whole city looked very melancholy, compared
to all the fine things I had heard of it.
The queen-mother and her party were chagrined
at the cardinal, who, though he owed his grandeur
to her immediate favour, was now grown too great
any longer to be at the command of her majesty, or
indeed in her interest; and therefore the queen was
under dissatisfaction, and her party looked very
much down.
The protestants were everywhere disconsolate;
for the losses they had received at Rochelle, Nismes,
and Montpelier, had reduced them to an absolute
dependence on the king's will, without all possible
hopes of ever recovering themselves, or being so
much as in a condition to take arms for their re-
ligion ; and therefore the wisest of them plainly
foresaw their own entire reduction, as it since came
to pass; and I remember very well, that a protest-
ant gentleman told me once, as we were passing
from Orleans to Lyons, that the English had ruined
them; And therefore, says he, I think the next
occasion the king takes to use us ill, as I know it
will not be long before he does, we must all fly over
to England, where you are bound to maintain us

